
Building a Restorative 
School Community



We, at Real Schools, 
would like to acknowledge the 
traditional owners of the land on 
which we work, play, live, learn and 
tell stories.  

We pay our respects to Elders past, 
present and emerging.

We recognise that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples are 
Australia’s first and most enduring 
storytellers and creators of culture.

‘Family Connections’: Artist: Nikeeta Haverfield, Nation/s: Stolen Generation, Story: This 
Aboriginal artwork depicts the powerful and emotional journey of reconnecting.





What do you want from your 

school?

1. Learning

2. Citizen Building



What is
School 
Culture?



Stem
• Automatic 

functioning

Neo Cortex
• Logic, reasoning, 

language

Limbic System
• Emotions

Understanding 
Human Behaviour

Cerebellum
• Balance and 

Movement



What is 
Restorative 
Practice?

7

An explicit practice that helps to:

• build healthier relationships

• foster stronger communities

• manage conflict by repairing 

harm and restoring relationships



The ‘How’ of Restorative Practices
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The Importance of Language



Tip # 1
Stored Responses
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Tip # 2
Priming Language
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Tip # 3
Affective 
Language



Responding to Conflict





Tip # 4 Past-Present-Future
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Tip # 5
Reflecting 
contributes to 
mindset





Culture is the 
foundation from 
which everything 
grows.

Let’s work on it…

together.



Questions?



jemma@realschools.com.au

medwards@olmc.vic.edu.au 

mailto:jemma@realschools.com.au
mailto:medwards@olmc.vic.edu.au
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